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exclaiming: "I must say, Prussians are odious people."
Perhaps it was partly because of this prohibition that she
convinced herself it would be well to visit Coburg that
autumn. There were, of course, other reasons. At Gastein
Prussia and Austria, as a temporary measure, had agreed
to govern jointly in Schleswig-Holstein until the States were
fit to govern themselves. ^

Ever since, Bismarck and the Prussian Press had been
finding fault with Austria. If Bismarck went on in that tone
there would be a war. " Not a day passes," Vicky had told
her, " but the wicked man (Bismarck) does not with the
greatest ability counteract and thwart what is good, and
drive on towards war, turning and twisting everything to ~
serve his own purpose. The tissue of untruths is such that
one gets quite perplexed with only listening to them, but
the net is cleverly made, and the King, in spite of all his
reluctance, gets more and more entangled in it without
perceiving it."

If Prussia went to war with Austria, Prussia would be

beaten.   If only Vicky had not been Crown Princess of the

odious country she would have said that it served them right.

But it would not do for the bright future of Vicky and little

William to be blighted by their country's becoming a vassal

State, like Hungary.   It would not be a happy position for

poor Alice, either, for the Hesses would be sure to be involved

on one side or-the other.  And there was another item which

was disturbing the Queen.  From what she had gathered from

Vicky and from roundabout whispers she did not think

Vicky was being quite successful with the Prussians.   She

was unhappy.   If she went out to Coburg she would be able

to have a private conversation with dear Robert Morier,

of whom dearest Albert had thought so much, and he would

explain everything.  He would also tell her if she could make

things better by talking frankly about it with King William

or Count Bismarck.

In the autumn Austria was calling a meeting of the
German States at Frankfurt, to discuss a total revision of
the Confederation. Naturally, that odious Bismarck was